CHAPTER VIL
SUPREMACY OF THE RULE OF

Next to the admirable " Bobby " and his control of
the traffic, the thing which most impresses itself upon
the foreigner is, perhaps, the supremacy of the rule of
law* In the universal obedience to the " Bobby's"
uplifted finger we have already seen one proof of this
truism* But there are other still more striking illus-
trations*

We are often told that the law is no respecter of persons,
and this is nowhere more convincingly demonstrated than
in the land which is justly acclaimed as the cradle of
modern liberties* A man may be rich or poor, a nobleman
or a common peasant; but there is only one law for every
person, and the rich financier will get his deserts no less
than the poorest tramp in the country*

Conversely, a poor man is entitled to have his wrongs
redressed just as much as any rich person, although one
is sensible of the fact that those who are too poor to pay
the expenses of litigation are somewhat handicapped in
this respect* But this is not the fault of the law* It is
rather the fault of the system which requires that a liti-
gant shall pay a certain regulated amount into the public
treasury as court fees and also settle his lawyer's bills*
The number of such needy persons, unfortunately, is
not small, and so there is the Poor Prisoners' Defence
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